December 4, 2020

Dear Kids’ Country Families,

Happy Holidays! | truly wish a joyful holiday season for you and your immediate loved ones. What a
year 2020 has been and continues to be!

I am writing this letter to update you on the newly announced Stay-At-Home Order for the following Bay
Area counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Santa Clara, San Francisco and the City of Berkeley.
This joint order is to curb the surge of coronavirus and the surge of hospitalizations in our communities.
Though most of the counties and cities listed above have not hit the 15% ICU availability threshold for a
regional Stay-A-Home order to be issued, the public health officers want to avert a crisis for our region.

Effective, Sunday, December 6™ at 10PM, the Stay-At-Home order goes into effect for Contra Costa
County and will not end until January 4, 2021. Please refer to the attachments for your reference:
Contra Costa County updated public health order, Openings At-A-Glance and the joint press release
from the five counties and City of Berkeley.

Child care is considered a critical part of our economy’s infrastructure and is allowed to remain open.
Kids’ Country will continue to serve your children so that you are able to do what you need to do for
your family and for your employment. | want to recognize that there is concern not only for individual
health but also for the solvency of Kids’ Country. This has truly been a balancing act like no other. In
contrast to when we first closed in March, today, we are better armed to protect the health and safety of
those who enter our buildings. | am proud of the policies and protocols we have put in place to keep
your children and our staff healthy. Our employees will continue to be vigilant and uphold these health
and safety protocols:

Face coverings shall be worn at all times, including outside. Children will be encouraged to
do the same.

Public playground structures will no longer be accessible.
Regular handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds

Regular cleaning and disinfecting protocols executed throughout the day




We ask that you continue to partner with us by following our Health and Safety Agreement: keeping
children home when they or a sibling feels ill, communicate with the Site Director if you or a family
member/close contact have been exposed and/or tested positive with COVID-19 and if you and your
family have travel plans especially by public means: planes, trains and buses.

COVID-19 is spreading rapidly in many parts of the country so non-essential travel, including holiday
travel, is not recommended. The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has the following

gquidance:

e All people are encouraged to stay home or within their region and avoid non-essential travel to
other states or countries. Avoiding travel can reduce the risk of virus transmission and bringing
the virus back to California.

e If you travel outside the Bay Area, it is strongly recommended that you self-quarantine for 14
days after your return if your activities while traveling put you at higher risk of getting
COVID-19.

We will continue to monitor public health orders and keep abreast of new information, internally and
externally to make the best decisions for our employees and the children and families we serve. Please
communicate with your Site Directors and Leadership Team members if you have any questions. You
can also reach me by emailing me at atancioco@kidscountry.org. Thank you again for being a part of
Kids’ Country family. | wish you all the very best this holiday season. Please stay healthy and safe
always.

Warm regards and stay healthy,

Mt MDA \aueiocg )

Ann Bongcaron Tancioco
Executive Director
www.kidscountry.org



https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Travel-Advisory.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Travel-Advisory.aspx
mailto:atancioco@kidscountry.org

What if 2020 isn’t cancelled?

What if 2020 is the year we've been waiting for?

A year so uncomfortable, so painful, so scary, so raw —
that it finally forces us to grow.

A year that screams so loud, finally awakening us

from our ignorant slumber.

A year we finally accept the need for change.

Declare change. Work for change. Become the change.
A year we finally band together, instead of

pushing each other further apart.

2020 isn’t cancelled, but rather
the most important year of them all.

—— leslie dwight
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Reflecting on 2020

What a year it’s been!
2020 has been a LONG year, with many of us feeling overwhelmed with the challenges
and obstacles we have had to face.

In times of crisis, it is easy to get fall into negative mind space. Amidst all crises, there are
times of opportunity, growth, and calm between the storm.

The road traveled this year has certainly been a rough one. With 2020 coming to an end,
now is the time to reflect on our accomplishments, and begin 2021 with a renewed sense
of enthusiasm, hope, and faith.



https://www.instagram.com/p/CA_CXcBp7Rg/?utm_source=ig_embed

warm-Up this Winter

Mini Snowman Pizzas
These Mini Snowman Pizzas are nothing fancy, but SO cute and the kids will love them!
So easy to make that the kids could even make the pizzas themselves which is a nice
bonus. Fresh little pizzas in less than 30 minutes!
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EnapgyGourmet.com

Recipe and image courtesy of

Homemade Hot Cocoa
Homemade hot chocolate is 100x better than anything you can get in a can, and you can
totally customize it to fit your tastes. Try adding a pinch of salt, a teaspoon of cinnamon
or even a dollop of homemade peppermint whipped cream on top! Sprinkle with more
cinnamon or cocoa powder for a decadent hot cocoa experience.



https://snappygourmet.com/mini-snowman-pizzas-recipe/

Recipe and image courtesy of

Italian Peasant Soup
This hearty Italian Peasant soup, loaded with filling chicken, sausage, beans, vegetables,
and even some potatoes for good measure, is a favorite fall and winter soup recipe.

Recipe and image courtesy of



https://iambaker.net/the-best-homemade-hot-cocoa/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=820072152_32410922_528930
https://www.ellaclaireinspired.com/italian-peasant-soup/

Ultimate Chocolate Chip Cookies
Ultimate CHEWY Chocolate Chip Cookies are big, thick, chewy, soft in the middle, crisp at
the edges, and loaded with chocolate chips!

Recipe and image courtesy of



http://handletheheat.com/ultimate-chocolate-chip-cookies/
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Kids' Country supports a child's natural curiosity and love of learning in a safe and inspired environment
where they can discover their passions and achieve great things.

Our Mailing Address is:
120 Town and Country Drive
Danville, CA 94526
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